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PIETY UNDER DIFFICULTIES.

But for the cheering fact tliat the piety of New
forkers is not simply skin doep, but rests upon the
Rare bu^is oi heartfelt conviction, the almost un¬
broken succession of wet ;.nd disagreeable Sabbaths
we have had during the past couple or months
would have long ago consigned to desuetude ull our
religious habits, and made public praycr.>and praise
forgotten occupations. Going to church has becomo
as perilous and more than quite as costly a

duty aa It was lu the days of our grim
old Puritan ancestors, who had to pass to the meet¬
ing house illrough a gauntlet of Indian riles. We
arc rewarded for attending church by catching our
death of colt and the spoiling of our best clothe3.
M»uda.v morning is, Indeed, now, like the morulug
after a great ball, and there are long faces and
querulous walls ot angul.-u iu the boudoirs of the
city wiii'u the hearts of families have gone down
town and the la lies ure free to gather together and
gaze with tearful eyes upon the ruin wrought by the
previous day's visit to the temple. Piety is get¬
ting to bo as expensive a luxury as worldly
dissipation, and a change In Sabbath weather Is Im¬
peratively ca'led for, unless the interests of the
Church are to tie seriously injured. Many worship¬
pers, it is to t^e feared, look upon attendance at a
place of worship merely as a sort of insurance pre¬
mium to be paid lor admission to the kingdom of
heaven, and this class of persons will soon decide
that the present price of security is too high. Ana
that these "tine weather" Christians are sadly
numerous.

Yesterday was certainly the most disagreeable
Sunday for a long time. Heavy ralu, rude winds
and a low, heavy sky made the Journey to the tem¬
ple lade a L nten penance, fhe churches were,
therefore, with a tew exceptions, but very sparsely
filled. The pulpits were, however, occupied as
usual, and, as will be seen trom the reports below,
the shepherds of the Lord thundered out sound
doctrine aud sparkled with holy wlr, and grew per¬
suasive with melting appeals of pious rhetoric in
tboir accustomed Instructive and interesting man¬
ner.

CHFRfB CF ALL S0CL9.

Srrmia by ibe Kev. I>r. Bellows.Wash and
Be Clean.The ManUrd Malefactors of the
Period.i harnel Houses aud Palaces.Life
Without Heroics.
Despite the fitfni floods which descended yester¬

day morning the services in the sacred edifice at the
corner of Twentieth street and Fourth avenue wero
attended by a goodly assemblage of worshippers.
The mellow-voiced bells o: the various churches
pealing out through the falling rain uttered invita¬
tions never unwelcomevto tnose who let no

pTSMAI. Jtoon OF NATURE
keep them from the house of God. Peter Cooper
was present, and the number of men with snow-
white heads In the assemblage was noticeable and
unusual. At ten minutes before eleven Dr. Bellows
entered, and then

The orean breathed Its distant th'inder cotes,Then »» elled Into a diapason full;flap;T1 r people, rlslct, mas "with harpAxi s voice of psalms" harmoniously attuned;
ar.d the reverend preacher, after au extremely sim¬
ple and beautiful prayer, opened His discourse,
taking for Ills text 11. Kings, v., la."And liis ser¬
vants came near and spake to him and said, 'Afy
fattier, if the prophet had bid thee do some great
thing wonldst thou not have done It? now much
rather, then, when he sattn to thee wash and ue
clean V "

He said that the original law of God was
A CtTRE FOli MORAL LEPKOST,

for the dinner was to wash himself in the baptism of
Els Word and be clean. We might say unto
fou, your lives are spotted by crime, yourhearts are blotted by lusts, you are pronelo gratny your appetite at the expense of conscience,rour souls are corrupted; this would be moralleprosy. Vou may ask how many persons are there
that will an.-wer to tins gross description."Is thy
servant a dog that he should do these things?" Butlet us no! deceive ou; selves because leprosv is
masked and softened in

the soaxrrr in which we i.tve.
The same vices are there that exist where we would
never go.in the

PARK WALKS OF LIFE.
What makes a light-minded woman in low life a
harlot leads a light-minded woman In high lite into
the same moral degradation, but ameliorated by the
ample cloak of social gloss. The same kind of a
character carries a stiletto under a cloak, not
shrinking from tnuruer, as that which under
the domino of an anonymous paragraph In
a newspaper stabs tUe reputation of au honest man.
That winch two ceutunes ago was done by smug¬
gling is now better effected by false oaths, by bribed
ottlcials and corrupt juries. What is the difference
between the

MAN OF ILL-GOT RICHES,
whom society cannot disgrace, and the man who,
lu a bolder way, openly breaks the law, is taken,
reu-haudcd and committed to jah and the gallows?
Good society always lias some uuprtncipled lepers
In its midst, who cannot be excluded er ignored.
Though no moral cry is raised as they approach,
"Unclean: uucleanl" yet are they as vile wltn
leprosy as those who were tainted in the
streets of the cities or Syria. Successful
wrongs are 110 more to be censured than
unsuccessful ones, although it Is policy to make
examples of them w hen tound out. Men who make
extilbiuoiis of horror at the discovery of a great
thief idtfy. ui their hearts, covet his ill-acquired
riches. Tie reverend doctor then proceeded to
prove that nine-tenths of the

SUCCESS OF SOANI'ALODS WEALTH,
of corrupt politics, of the social evil, Ac., was due
to ourselves. VV hat succeeded was fit to succed In
pur time. I tisertipulousness could not obtain power
In a scruplous community. This city is no better in
apoliilcal point of view than its government. We
catino; rio ourselves of responsibility by lifting up
our garments w nen we walk through the filth. The
regiment w inch makes t

A RICH I'llOFLIGATE ITS COLONEL
is of his principles. The city or state that elects dis¬
honest men tolerates uwUouesty. The ministry
thai upholds an ungodly priest Is Itself ungodly.
The bar that accepts and emulates au unscrupulous
member and lawns to corrupt Judges can not escape
the charges 0! corruption aud unserupulousnesa.The woinun or high life who welcomes battery putsherself nearer the oue of more suspicious character,
whom the wor.u calls a wanton. Of all, it may
salelj he said, they are at heart no better than their
idols. To them one thing is to be said.

WASH AND BE CLEAN.
Go. cleanse your hearts, keep clean in secret, not os-
teutaiionsiy, aud the leprosy will never attack you.jr.you are diseased in soul don't go to a quack to
cure you. The reverend doctor here compared the
soul to tne human form divine, aud spoke physiolo¬gically in regard to the organs which secrete the
blood. We must have the innermost soul pure or our
acts will be Impure. We must go from the

COKBCrTKD SHRINES
of public sentiment and wash until clean.
There were two ways of flying from moral evils.

One was au actual change or place, the other was an
actual change of state. Many a man is safe la Boston
who is not sale lu .New Vork; many a man is safe in
New Vork who Is not lu Nan rrauclsco; many a man
is safe lu the country who U not in tli; city, ana
many a man is sale at home with his wife ami chil¬
dren who is not abroad. IT we were in earnest In
wanting to become clean we sueutd leave society
which we cannot safely encounter rather
than find ourselves growing mere unscru¬
pulous every day. How many men have I
se< n vcur after year degenerating under the
seduction, the scepticism the opportunities
for secret felly in this gr- at city It Is not children
alone, but men who need to be kept at home. So
bad wouieu might be taken back to their native air,
tlx lr native fields and home-, anil, perchance, their
vL'o starns wanned away lu the purity of their native
¦beams

RE. O K IT IS TOO LATE.
What ran comxaie to on[ rtonitv 111 deciding our
- . . ... ..sd. 'Al /mea Tho r#»i}fnie Bat till- i- not nie radical cure. The real
plae 10 clc..urt> 1, 'he heart, and thereby to renovate
ft* luwire l.tc. une c.< ar purpose of holy living, one
Oi itli 11 utid a ieting glimpse 01 the character of
t.tid is worth a. l external appliances and safeguards
to n t> 'ijitetl mau. Let « man become clean iu 1110-
uvc and tie can touch pitch and not be defiled. lie
may live among

thik'ih. KonnBRS. nAiu.'rrs anu ml'RDBRKRS
and be what Jesus was uiuoug publicans and SU1-

nerd.only more pore from contact with blackened
souls. To the pure all Ilungs are pore; to Uie just
all tiling* are Just, N tilted sepulchres may be lull
of ilea l men's bone*; but eauieHt souls are lull of
noble life. What will not all num try before they
try this remedy."Cleans* thyaeifr" The.v will cover
themselves up with cosily robes. As the wamou,
unjust judges, intriguing politicians, insincere and
lying priests, they will wash

THE OUTSIDE OF Tnr. PLATTER
und have the inside lull of uncleanneas, like tho
Pharisees, who never aie until washed, out ate
habitually the fruits of hypocrisy with their dainty
hauds, can wchiue ourgutltf Yes; but we cannot
lull it by putting on our suuitng faces.

WHAT IS HiVlAb successT
Wealth, place, power; to live lu a charnel house,
and have it mistaken for a palace; to be filthy, and
be mistaken for pure. It Is like mistaking fever for
health. Tho reverend doctor referred to the giving
of charities by rich men wno had gained the means
questionably. When such a thing happened
newspapers and verscunakers burst forth
lot > song n'<out good acts which had followed
lives of selfishness; and lie referred unmistakably
to the forthcoming novel of Charles Reads in speak¬
ing of introducing harlots in rt tnance and reforming
them by a few wtirds ot sympathy, Ac. The charac¬
ters of modem fiction were shallow. It had been
sud. "Hles-ed Is tho nation tint has no history;''
and lie would add. blessed 1- the life which has no
heroics; blessed Is the man who Is not

SAVED BV SPASMS OF PIETY.
Let mountebanks wear sandals; but blessed are

the people w ho are not clean only ouo day in the
week, messed are tney who get little praise; for
prai e corrupts: and blessed are tl.ej who walk
quietly, uuquestioulngly along the paths ol duty.

tm.iCH of tue slw ji:aisALrn.

.Sermon by Jtev. Chnuncy iiilea.The illuti-
nitiofi Kcinir Prepared by find lor His t bil-
dren.Tue Human Itadj an luu Where illun
l.odices fur a Night.
The pa-tor, Rev. Chauncy Giles, yesterday morn¬

ing filled the pulpit of tbe Swedonborgian church tu
Thirty-fifth street, near Park avenue. Owing to the
threatening attitude 01 the weather the house of
worship was not as crowded as usual, but those
whose tertuue It was to be present were fully re-
warded lor their courage la defying old Boreas. The
pastor took for his text John xlv., 1, 2 and 3:."Let
not your heart be troubled; ye who believe iu God
believe also In me. In my Father's house are many
mansions; if It were not so 1 should have told you.
1 go to prepare a place for yoa; and 11 1 go and pre.
pare a place for you 1 will come again aud receive
you with myself, that where 1 am there ye may be
also."
Tho minister said, in opening his discourse:.You

have all come here more or less quieted with trou-
l>.es. Some of you mar have been thinking of the
time, not far distant for any of us, when you will
close your eyes upon this world and open them upon
the spiritual world, and it nas cast

SOME SIlAbOW OF POFBT AND FEAR
over your mind. You may nave asked, "Where
shall lgo? What will be my condition.my place
in mat world)> With wiioiu shall 1 dwell? Who
will go with us through the valley of death ? Shall
we hud a real home aud a real werla beyond this ?''
Let your heart not be troubled. Let us try to be¬
nzoin iue Lord as a real, preseut, ltvlug, divine
and inflnately wise Father, always providing and
eat ing for us His children. In my l athers house
arc many mansions.

WHAT IS THE LORD'S HOUSE?
In its largest sense the universe.comprising all
worlds, both nntterlal aad spiritual.is Ills house,
lor He dwells In it. There is nothing, however small,
that Lie did not create, and in which, in some sense,
He does not dwell. Tills world is one of His man¬
sions. If is one place lie has prepared for His chil-
(iron. This world is one of ills nurseries, and so is
every world in the matured universe. Here

tld PLANTS HIS CHILDREN;
here He cradles them in their lufancy, weaves for
them with minute s,uii the mechanism or the mate¬
rial bedy, wraps them In the 9olt swaddling clothes ol
liesh aud blood, and leetis them at

THE BREAST OF THE ALL-BOUNTIFUL EARTH
with an eudiess variety oi the sweetest juices and the
most delicious and nourishing lood. This worid is a
piace He has urepared for U9, and so are the veiymaterial houses we dwell in.

OCR HOUSES OK WOOD AND BRICK AND STONE
were provided for us l>y the Lord lu a mo.-t eminent
and true sense. It is common for men who furnishes
the means tossy they built it. Who furnishes the
material, uio stone, clay, wood aud lroar Is it not
the Lord? Wno gives man llie power and wisdom
to bring these materials together ? Han ot himself
no more builds a house than the hammer and trowel
w hich he uses. It we looked beyond appearances
an saw the Lord's agency in i.11 we have in tins
world we should have more confidence in llim tnat
lie will provide u place for us m the spiritual world.
He does not intend we shall dwell in this bouse al¬
ways. It is not the be»t mansion He has provided
lor us. Tue germ of llie latere plant is not always
to remain iu the hard shell; that is Its cradle, the
first made house the Lord prepares for it.a place
ior protection, In which it may be nurtured and
grow up into a seed. So tat* world and the human
body is only the husk.the cradle.

lilt: INN WHERE MAN LODGES FOR A NIGHT,
preparatory to pacing on to the eiiior man- ion tbe
Lord n.is prepared tor us. 'foe spiritual world is'
also the Lord a bouse, tu which He dwells and more
especially maulleets His presence. That, too, is
ue.ued lor man. Our Heavenly Father, who loves
His children, has prepared for the spirit a spiritual
house more substantial and better adapted to our
wants than any earthly habitation can be. I'o say
that His expression, my Father's house has many
liuiusions, is to be understood spiritually does not
detract irom its literal truthfulness. As the spir¬
itual world is as real to every spiritual sense us tne
material world is to material sense, the splrltnal
beings who dwell there live iu houses that are as
distinct from others in form and size, and as real to
every sense as our homes are to us. "I go to pre-
paro a place for you." The Lord came into tills
world by assuming humanity lor the express pur¬
pose of savlug His children trout
THE MISERABLE AND FILTHY ABODES OF HELL,

and He glorified that humanity, and made It one
wit a fits Divinity called the Father, and tnen appa¬
rently went away that he migui prepare a place for
tiB. Tills is what he is doing now. The minister
proceeded to speak of the character of tho homes
God is preparing lor his children, and declared that
they would correspond iu beauty and completeness
to the progress made by ihe soul in this hie, in Its
spiritual development in the spiritual world, as in
this the good

SEEK AND KIND THE OOOD,
and the evil the evil. Every one on entering the
spiritual world rises or falls to his own level. If the
Lord can lead man to learn spiritual truth and to
obey it. He Is preparing for him a piaoe in the spir¬
itual heaven. Let Him do the work, for "Except
the Lerd bnlld the house thev labor in vain that build
1L"

CHiRCIl OF ST* FRANCIS XAVIER.

Discourse on the Blessed Virgin, by the Rev.
Jatne* II aitarty.

Despite the threatening aspect or the weather yes¬
terday Sixteenth street church was thronged as
usual by a fashionable and devout congregation.
Before the Credo Father ilouan introduced the
preacher of the occasion, Rev. James Hagarty, of
Cork, Ireland. The lutter clergyman has been mak¬
ing an extensive tour through our country, to pro¬
cure funds for the erection of a new church in the
city 01 Cork. He la highly educated and possesses
a musical voice, in which tbe accent of his native
province is scarcely perceptible.
Having read the gospel of the day, ho took his

text therefrom.Luke, XL, 27, 28."And it came
to pass as He (Jesus) spoke these things, that
a certain woman from the crowd, lifting up
her voice, said to him: Blessed Is the womb that
bore Thee and the paps that gave Thee suck.
But He said: Yea, rather bleBsed are they who hear
the word of God and keep it." Honor forever be
to the memory of this fearless woman. Crafty and
designing men are laying snares for Jesus; they
accuse Him of casting out devils through Beelzebub,
but she exalts Ulm and

BLESSES THE WOMB THAT BORE HIM.
Jesus had already given suitloient proof of His

divinity. "If I had not performed such wonders
before them, as no man ever performed, they might
not believe." We see In the Gospel how He well re¬
futed their fallacious argum cut. His words paralyzed
the crowd; nor did He gainsay the encomium be¬
stowed by tbe woman, but exclaims:."Yea, rather
blessed," Ac. Protestants say that tnose words dis-
paiage His blessed mother, and that she Is not

ENTITLED TO BB CALLED BLESSED.
It Is trae that the poverty or the English idiom

does not permit of an adequate comprehension of
Christ's m.anlug: but even m the English lan¬
guage the words or Jesus are a continuation of what
the woman said. But lu the worst construction the
words have the same signification us if Christ were
to say. "It is indeed a blessed thing to bo my
mother, but more blessed to keep tne word of God,"
Row, it is certain that Mary was inoro

BLESSED IN l'KRSONAL SANCTITY
than In being the mother of God. She truly kept
his sacred word. How much more idessed, there¬
fore, must she bo than the rest of mortals. "Let us,"
says the venerable Bede, "lift up our voices to the
Lord, with tuai Church of which the woman
was the typo, and exclaim.blessed Is the
womb that bore thee and the paps that
gave lime suck." Moses once wished to
approach the Lord in a burning bush, but God said
to hi in, "Pli thy shoes irom off thy feet, ror the
place where diou siaudestis holy ground." And us
the presence of the Moat High imparted a sanctity
to the surrounding aoil. so did the presence of Jesus
in the Virgin's womb beamy her iu a special man¬
ner. No wonder that she is stjled

EKAUTlPUl AS THE MOON,
for as the moon ouishines the othei planets, so far
dots Mary outshine the rest .( moi tais. Devotion
to tho mother of God has at all tunes characterized
the old Ciiurch. It was at one time asserted that
Mary was not the ntether ot God, hut in obedience
to the Pope all the lights ol the Church convened at
t'phesua to decide the question. The populace took

alarm and crowded around the counoil halt till the
doom were thrown open, and a voice from within
proclaimed that

"MARY IS THK MOTHER OP OOD."
Then thero arose shouts of jot rrom the uulvcrsal
thronii, and Hie streets from the pavement to tho
housetops re-echoed to the cry, "Holy Mary, mother
of uod. pray lor us sinners now and at the hour of
our death." It haa Iwn said that Mary's sanctity
was the crowuliiit ot her maternity. Rather he it
aald that her maternity was the crowning of her
sanctity,for had sue not by far transcended the
other saints In purity and sanctity ahe could not
have become the mother of our Redeemer, The ex-
pressiou "blessed among worneu" la applied to her
by Elizabeth, and Mary hersslf declares that "hence¬
forth all generations shall call her blessed." The
angels spread their wings over lier in ecstacles of
delight, for she was the fairest daughter of God the
Father, tho moat ueautiful mother of the Son and
the

CHOICEST SPOtTBR OK TUB HOLY OHOST.
She was exalted like a cedar in Lioanus, and as a

cypress troe on Mount Slnon. flow strange It Is
that those outside the Church, who adhere so strictly
to tho Scriptures, can become so enraged at the
words "Blessed Virgin," and contemptuously call
her "the virgin." In their religions Instructions
sho Is never the topic, except for abuse. Not ao,
tnauK God, with the children of the true Church, for
whom the words "Blessed Virgin" have a peculiar
charm. The women of Jerusalem coveted the honor
of being the Mother of God. so that celibacy seemed
to them a disgrace. Heretics deny the efficacy of
Mary's prayers, although tho Scriptures declare that
the prayer of the Just avaiteth much. Abraham's
prayer moved the Lord to pity: Joshua's turned tiie
tide of battle against the Ainonites. Was she not as
Just as Abraham or Joshua1 We are accused
of superstition, because we acknowledge that she
was exalted above all creatures. But "her memory is
untocverlastiug geueratious," and we should choose
her for our model She Is the mother of patience
and resignation.witness tier anguish at the foot
of the cross, vv hen her Son was nallod «vith hammers,
whose din mado the angels themselves bow their
heads in grtei. Lit oar meekness and modesty in¬
duce others to have recourse to her powerful protec¬
tion. If wo do this, Bhe will never abandon us. Her
ways are beautiful ways; ".she is the tree of life, and
us u vine doth she yield a sweet odor. They that eat
her shall yet Uunger, and they thatdrink her snail
yet thirst. They that explain her shall have life
everlasting."

FIFTH UFAIE PilEsBYTZHM? CHlilCH.

Tho Hangers si iho Rich and the Tcsnpta*
lions of the Poor.Lecture on Agur>s
Prayer by the Bev. Dr. Jehu Hall.
The Inclement weather of yesterday did not pre¬

vent a large congregation from assembling to take
part In tho morning services at the above place of
worship.
After tho usual praise and prayer the Rev. Dr.

Hall announced that he proposed that morning to
lecture on the first nine verses of the thirtieth chap¬
ter of Proverbs, wherein Agur makes confession of
his lalth and prays. The reverend doctor, in allud¬
ing to Agar's profound sense of his own feebleness
and the limits of his knowledge, said that at first
sight one might suppose this to be

AN OVER-MOBSST ACINOWI.EDU MENT,
but it had been said or an eminent Grecian philoso¬
pher tnat the nobiest thing ho ever said was:.
"Thero is but one thing I know, and that is that I
know nothing." The higher the range to which a
man Is enabled to ascend the broader and the
wider does the region appear to him which he
is Incapable of traversing. Referring to Agur'a
prayer lie said:.The world hides its real
uud transient naiure and passes itself oif
for Eomethlug abiding und substantial, and
many were deceived and beguiled by its appear¬
ance. This was seen everywhere, most of all in the
great cities, where so many things are seen, of
which the truth about them Is that they arc false:
so they had splendid families, splendid houses and
splendid churches that looked to bo very wealthy,
but really were very poor; so they had an Inflated
curreucy, so they had false compliments, false
speeches, talse courtesies, false civilities, and 60
their children had hardly learned to talk before they
have acquired

"COMPANY MANNERS,"
and are drilled In some degree to lessons of duplici¬
ty. It was all glided exterior and tinsel. Some¬
times men smoke of "the dangerous classes." It was
a3 proper for them to speak of the endangered
classes. In the courso of his remarks under this
branch of the subject he spoke of the dangers of
the rich, and in a forcible manner contrasted these
with the dangers and temptations Incidental to the
poor. There were some portions of this Continent
where there was so much water that they were con¬
verted into

A DISMAL SWAXr.
There were other portions where there was such a

lack of water that when the summer weather came
the land was converted Into a waste of unproductive
dust. What a good thing B would be if the super¬
fluity of water could be conducted from those dis¬
mal swamps and spread over those dusty prairies,
and thus leave both fruitful aud save both* from the
peculiar drawbacks to their use! illness, and he
thought what a happy thing It would be if

THt TWO CLASSES
could be brought together in such a way that the
fulness of the one should be a check upon ihe pov¬
erty of the other. lie believed that was possible.
What a good thing It would oo if Influences I Ac i
these were brought continually before their minus
and if their superfluity could so flow over to the
poor that they should not only be saved irom need
l ut also from temptation. Freely they had received,
freely they should give.

CI!IRC 11 OF THE H S<!13.

Success the Reward of a Virtuous Llfe-Ser-
¦ion by Ibo Rot. Mr. Ilepworth.

Even tbe pitiless rain storm tnat yesterday kept
most places of worship In a dismal state of empti¬
ness did not have a very disastrous effect upon the
congregation of this fashionable church, quite a
large audience testifying by their nresence to the
attractions of the eloquence of the Rev. Mr. Hep-
worth. His text was taken from the Book of Joshua,
L, 8."This book of the law shall not depart out of
thy mouth, but thou Shalt meditate therein day and
night, that thou mayest observe to do acoordlng to
all that is written therein; Tor then thou sbalt make
thy way prosperous, and them thou shalt have good
Buccess." My text is a long one. he said, but It con¬
tains a whole sermon. The theory of success is to
be evolved from It, and the whole experience of the
world proves that the conditions It imposes are at
onoe reasonable and practical. If you would

SIT HERE SILENT,
as they do in Quaker meeting, and ponder these
words the Holy Spirit, that speaks through silence,
would preach to you a better Berinon than 1 can
give you. But what I have to say Is burning In my
heart, and I must utter it. It Is so short a titno
since I was a young man myself, and my life has
been so checkered by the temptations and experi¬
ences through which you are passing, that I feel
justified in talking to yoa plainly upon the impor¬
tant topics which will be treated In this course of
lectures. A phlegmatic man cannot talk effectively
to a man of quick, impulsive temperament. If a
man has never been In the arena in which souls
wrestle with all their might with besetting sins, and
practically knows nothing ef those peculiar sins
which fasten to most yeung men, he will talk to
little purpose. Whore you are now, there I have
been. Are you poor! So hava I been poor.as poor
as the poorest or you. Are you tried, are yon ha¬
rassed by doubts|on the gravest subjects 1 So have I
been tried and harassed, aud I waul to talk to youto-night as the seaman who has fought the hurri¬
cane would talk to the novice who is Just shippingbefore the mast. It is said that the bed ol the oceau
is scattered with

PIECES OP WRECK.
The peaceful waters now over them all, as Though
they were not the souvenirs ot many a sad storyand many a heartache, and the haughty but
doomed vessel cuts tho waves, and all unconscious
that she will ucver reach tho end of her voyage,
but sink In the next storm, and add another pageUUt OlUR 1U IUU UCAt BlUllli, UU'l BUU OUUlULi

to that sad record which shall be opened and read
at the Judgment day. So at the bottom of this rest¬
less. hearing ocean which wo call the world lie
broken the wrecks of lives that once were bnoyant
aud hopeful, while along the surfuce ffoat other
lives unconscious that In a few years they shall be
added to tbe long list of the disabled and rained.
On the other hand, on the various headlands which
reach far out at sea'are stanch lighthouses that
throw their benignant light far out into the shadow
aud gloom, and by them tho

SHIPS OK A LEE SHORE
ore guided in their ceurse. So the grand and holy
lives of the lowest, tne good and the true shed their
light on tbe struggles, the hopes and the fears of
those who are Just trying the.r strength and Just lay¬
ing their course lu llie and give encouragement and
cheer to the young men of a whole generation. I
see before me several hundred young men. You all
took forward to success. You all hope to end your
days surrounded by the respect of the community
and the love of friends, and there Is no good reason
why you should not accomplish your desire. 11 jou
will rigidly accord with tho conditions you need not
be dlsuppointcd. Those conditions can oe learned
from any gray haired man who has an honest life
behind linn or from any bad man who will tell jou
tne exact truth about niuiself. There Is a

STKRN, UNYIELDIHO MORAL LAW,
obedience to which insures the making the most out
of yourself aud out of your llle, aud disobedience to
which wilt Just as certainly entail misery and bring
you to a sad end. You know welt enough, as you
look into your hearts at this time, whether you have
the elements, the seeds of sircngth or weakness in
you. If you have begun anght, then keep on with
holy perseverance to the end; and If you have begun
wrong, go home, tulnk the nuttier over very care¬
fully. pray for strength, and begtu at once to walk
In the other patu. *ou can if you w ill. It depends
not on circumstances..ineso are ouly hobgoblins to
frighten the timid .but ou jour own will. Don't
entertain .

THE PALSR IDEA
whloh is so prevalent thai the mere acquisition of
money Is success. The rich alone kuow how little
of what Is really valuable money can purchase.
There la a glamor about tt which deceives a great

many. Qoid will bay a great many things, bat what
vou want moat of all caunot be bougut or sold,
become bigger than your butinass. Tate real, Bolld
pleasure in year wort. Btudy the lnfluesce of your
trade or profe.log over society; put your own
dignity of character iuto the work you do, and the
tiuio will couie when the world will aeed you. He
wlliiDg to lie slow; haste and temptation were bora
of the name mother. The man who la In a hurry
will not stop to consider right or wrong. If you are
determined to do your life work lu ten years you
will certainly mate a botch of It. "Make haste
slowly" is a maxim that has solid truth In It; and,
finally, rely on religious principle. Justice and
honesty will rise lu the end. Self-respect, the
resultor religious conviction, u your best armor.
The inan of God Is moru lliau the equal of the man
of the world. Bo patient, bo true, be pure, be Just,
and you hare nothing to fear.

ST. LAWRENCE'S ROHAN CATHOLIC CHURCH.

Confession nail Repentance.Sermon by Rev.
Father llanan on the Opening of a Mission.
The dark, stormy weather of yesterday morning

was in marked contrast to the dear, bracing atmo¬
sphere of lust Sabbath, and notwithstanding the
rain fell in torreuts the good parishioners of St. Law¬
rence's church, at Yorkrllle, assembled In fall force
and filled that edifice to repletion.
Mass was celeorated by the Ker. Father Thfiband,

being assisted in the same by a volunteer choir
under the direction ot Mr. Bernard O'Donnell, the
organist.
The sermon was given br the Rev. Father Daman,

a celebrated Jesuit Father and missionary lrom St.
Louis, who Is now on a mission to this church,
which extends to two weeks. The reverend Father
then took for his text the first chapter
of the Epistle ol St. Paul to the Romans.
How conclusive, how Interesting it Is for
ns to reflect that we nave to deal
with a just God, a God se good, a God so merciful,
so loving; a God who desires our salvation f And,
as st. Peter says, he is a most merciful king that
cannot bear to he t that any of his subjects should
be lost; and God is the most merciful King, who de¬
sires that wo, his subjects, should be saved. Here
we have a representation. A father, a good, kind
and loving father has a son upon whom he dotes;
this son has broken the heart of his father by his
wild, reckless ways; his

INATTENTION TO TltB DUTIES
of his Churctt; by his companionship with the dissi¬
pated and the debauched. Yet the father loves him,
watches htm and endeavors to disconnect
him from his bad habits 'and associations,
admonishes him, shows him bad from evil,
and induces him at last to retrace his steps towards
Ood. So is it with our Saviour Jesus Christ. When
a son of the cnureh falls into bad wars He is grieved,
and yet you will often say:."Oh, I have stayed so
long away, l am afraid; 1 know I have done wrong;1 am young yet and have plenty of time to repent."oh, my children do not be deceived in this manner;
prepare yourself now, while you have tiuio; attend
this mls.ion which the Lord has sent you aud you
will escape His vengeance and He will take you to
His heart. Some of you, my dear children, may re¬
member the day you left the old country lor
America; how your lather* blcssod you aud your
mother bedewed \ou with her tears, saving, as sue
tore herself a wav from yon, "Farewell, my child,

NEVER FORGET YOUR GOO.
Never forge* your religion," and you answered, "I
never will,''and you came to this country and you
prospered, and yon have forgot your religion and
have forgot your God. But your father and mother
have not forgotten you, praying for you to the just
God, and God nas heard their prayers. Should the
tears ef your father and mother be shed in vain f
God has given you a mission, my dear friends, that
yon may thereby save your soul. There are others,
also, who feel an interest In this congregation.
Fathers and mothers have lost little children, and
they have beeu pleading to God that He might give
some extraordinary grace to this church so that lie
might bring you to them In heaven. Do you think,
iattiors and mothers, that vour little children have
forgotten you ? No, mv friends, they are continually
praying for you before the throne or God that He
might graut to you some

extraordinary grace
whereby you should make repentance. "What profits
a man IX he gains the whoi" world and loses his own
soul." You will say to yourselt, 1 cau enjoy myselft
I mean to stop this badness some time. And you
pretend by tins that you can decide how long you
are going to live. How many thousands.how many
millions.are in hell now lor being lndlirerent to
Goq ? Death came before them, and thev were
hurled belce the judgment seat of Christ, and lie
has met them with a irown, saying, "Begone to
everlasting damuauou." Come then, ray dearly be¬
loved children of St. Lawrence's congregation, pre¬
pare tnyselves to meet God. God does not wish you
to be lost, and He loves you and He has granted this
mission. Let me say to the drunkard, Are you a
happy man? No; far from it. Your neighbors
despise you, your wife abnors you,

YOU A KB NOT HAPPY.
Everywhere you are despised for your bad pas¬
sions. Ko one can depend upon you. \ou are un¬
happy. Your passion lor drink rains your lieaiili,
destroys your manhood, and tills your heart with
remorse. Tell me, drunkard, what were your feel¬
ings upon arising alter a night's aeoaucn. To see
your wife, whom you huve vowed to cherish and
protect, with tears in her eyes. Riving you reproach¬
ful glances. Have you ever thought of the poor gtrl
that you have takeu away from a kind father's
house to lead a life of misery ? You nave I
Have you &ever jumped up from the table while

eating breakfast and laid your hand on the Holy
liibie and swore, so help yon God, that yon would
drink no more? You have ! But, alas I you were
again tempted and you raised

THE BAD CUP
again and yon broke your promise with God. Then
you say you are beyond redemption, and mat you
cannot be saved. The mission, then, my dear
friends, Is the remedy. Come to the mission, try It
and you will say, "Since I have attended the mission
1 have no desire to partake of intoxicating drinks."
Oh, my children, If yon enter with me in this mis¬
sion you will have eternal happiness, eternal joy,
eternal salvation, and he happy in the company of
Christ. My dear friends,,heed not tne tempting* of
the devil. Do good works and you will be happy.
Y es, my friends, the virtuous maa is a happy man.
At the age of thirty-three St. Angustln became con¬
verted and became happy. lie forsook the joys and
pleasures of the outside world and partook of the
Joys of God Almighty. St. Augusttn says, in speak¬
ing of God, "Too late have 1 known Thee; too late
have 1 loved Thee." St- Augustln regrets one thingof bis life.that be spent so much of his iiie in

WICKEDNESS AND MISERY.
In the desert (says scripture) God took np Israel

In bis arms; God lought their battles, God gave them
miraculous food and brought them unto the
promised land. Praise your God and He will take
you to His arms; He will light your battles and give
you food. For yon, the good members of St.
Lawrence's church, He desires that you should be
saved. God wants you; God cannot bear the Idea
to be separated from you. Uod is about to lavish
upon you the grace of the holy mission.

WHAT IS A MISSION?
It Is one of those extraordinary graces sent by
God in order to bring sinners to the seuse of tbelr
danger and enlighten tncin In such a manner that
even the hardest of Hearts cannot resist Its benefits.
Come, then, good Christians, come not only your¬
selves, but induce others to come and reap the
benetlts of this mission while you have time, and
God will pour His blessings forever upon you.
The mission which commenced In tins church yes¬

terday will last lor two weeks. Controversial ser¬
mons will be delivered daring two evenings of this
week.one on Mouday evening, the subject being
"Confession as an Institution of Christ," and one on
Thursday evening, subject, 'That the Catholic
Chnrc't is the Only True Church." Masses will com-
inence every day at live A. M., ending at half-past
eight; vespers at three; sermons every evening, at
half-past seven o'clock.

CHIRIH OF THE DIVIXE PITER111*.

Sermon by Rev. Mr. Chapln.The Prodigal
Son.The Turning Feint.Moral Self-Con-
aeleaauees.
"We have had a number of very disagreeable Sun¬

days lately," said Dr. Chapiu to the Herald re¬
porter, as bis high toned, well clad congregation left
the church on Plfth avenue after morning service
yesterday. It was certainly

A DISAGREEABLE SUNDAY.
Wind-blown rain, with Its mud below and dismal

sky of drifting clouds above made an out of door
promenade especudly uninviting.
"We have a fair congregation notwithstanding,"

continued the reverend gentleman. The long lino
of carriages whicu was drawn up before
the church sufficiently explained this, apart
altogether from the attraction of the eloqnent
preacher. After the usual services had been goue
through, with some sweet singing by the choir
quartet, Dr. Chapln announced his text and pro¬
ceeded with bis sermon:."And when ho came to
hlmseif he said, How many hired servants of my
father's have bread enough and to spare, and I
perish with hunger.".Luko xv., 17. The lessons
deduclblefrom this parable of the prodigal son are

practically inexhaustible. In my present remarks I
shall address myself principally to the tlrst sentence
of the verse, "And wheu he came to himself." It
describes

TIIE TURNING POINT
in the history of that soul. His previous experiences
had all been in one scale, and that a descending one.
We see tno descent irom all the luxury of riotous
living to fee ling swine, a depth of degradation to
understand which we mast bear in mind tbc disgust
in which swine were held by those to whom our
Lord spoxo. It was a

TKKR1HLE PICTURE OF DISSIPATION.
A man starting out into the world with all tho

flush aud expectations of youth, with waunj and

frlendi on every Mde, finds himself at last deserted
by tue cold, heartless parasites of his prosperity,
glad to herd with animals. In this point of the sud¬
den flight of butterfly triends we can recall the case
of the brilliant Sheridan, whose deathbed was
watched by balllflh; whose princely patrons hold
aloof until his spirit had passed away, and then,witu the world's Irony, came to bear his pall. Some-Hum* we hud

A HAN IN TH* GUTIEB.
or dragged bloody and bruised to the station house,aud you may say, l knew this inun. A short time
ago ne was one of the best and steadiest In town.We notice the oondluon of his exterior, but we fallto study the stutc ol hi* soul. Lot us usk ourselves,then, was the prodigal in reality worse In tlio lor-loru position we see blm than when spending lussubstance aud wustlug bis manhood In an Assyrianvoluptuousuessy Was ho uot then lu a more nope-less, a meaner and a baser slat ef Tito change to beobserved Is not that lroin the flashy surroundings ofhis riot of pleasure to the grliu and ganut misery ofhis self-earned poverty; nut It Is his relative near¬
ness to the percepuou of ngnt aud wrong, to a steadyand

PRACTICAL 8KLF-CON8CIOC8NBS3.I do not believe that a man needs go through suchtests to reach a reformation. There arc 111 ah of us
tendencies to sin, biunug their irult or actnnl sins
even in those who seem most blameless. Buch wasthe thought of Jesus when lie said there were puu-llcans ami harlots who would euter heaven bcrore
certaiu high priests. The prodigal son wus a pic¬ture of self; lie was Hell-willed and self-graillyfug.(Jut of this self spring the crimes and sins which

BLAST AND BLACKEN T11K WOULD,and yet it Is only by a thorough knowledge of self
that we can hope to approach a perfect rile. II a
man really knew lumsell would ho gratify Ins taste
for stroug liquorn f lu the baser BOlflshhess the pas¬sions ami annual desires are allowed (utl scope, and
tins would give some color to Darwin's theory, tor
many men show certainly a near

DB8CBNT FROM CERTAIN ANIMALS,
a descent In real earnest. Thero ure men and
women around us whom we are told to look on as
lost, it Is not because their outward appearancewarrants the opinion tnut we muse say so; they ure
only lost so long as they arc bewildered lu the
meshes and mazes ol their reckless passions. When
the hist pang or sell-cousciousue^s comes, wheu the
prodigal, hungering for the food which the servant*
ate, come* to mm elf we see the explanation of the
parable. It was slunlug In the blindness of

A BASE SKLKI.SllNKS8
which drew from Christ upon the cross the cry:.?.Father, forgive them, they know not what they do."
Ignorance Is the cauxor at the roet, for

Kvil 1* wrought by wast of thoughtA* much aa by want of heart.
To find this consciousness we must not rely alone

on conscience, lor It is not a sure guide. Borne of the
most stupendous crimes have been committed In the
glare of a mighty conscience. Vet If there were but
one man in the world the profound idea would flnd
utterauce lu the asseveration of the ditl'crence be¬
tween truth and wrong. Man is

A MIXED BRING.
He Is not all good nor all bad. Driven on by theinsatiable cravings of his passions, he comes at last
to hunger for the husks which feed the swine. Then
he comes to himself and so to Clod, hi* Fatner, not
a* afluite being, but with a

LONGING I'OK IMMORTALITY
wltliin htm, aud God give* 10 111* erring child bread
and living water for the BOOL Those who come to
moral consciousness show that they lutvo gained
tue knowledge of a deeper seif. Like St. Paul, theywill Hpenk of looking, not at what is seen, but at
what Is not seen. Alen have been educated to look
for facts instead of holy words. They receive cer¬
tain purls of clie word with an agreeable confor¬
mity, bur do not believe. There is nothing wrong in
searching after lacts, lor the more we kaow ol our¬
selves the more we know 01 God, lint his claim to
knowledge must be flrmly based and maiuramed
outside of seeming. Men have rights to be men and
to live us men. Ittey mast not build to tear down.
TUcy shouid not found a republic to-day that will

GO UP I.IKE A SKYROCKET
to morrow. 1 saw in an Illustrated paper the other
day a picture representing the dawn of peace, ft
shows where some have wou and some are slain,but the end of the slaughter has come, and an antiel
with outspread wing* bears the glad tidings to all,bringing joy to hearts all scarred with sorrow and
10 tin, c.irtn all scarred with graves. Bo must we
hope for joy in the end, and let us alwavs remember
that, no matter how outer appearances may be, a
man is nearest to the path of right wueu, in the
language of the parable, he has come to himself.

CHlKCn OF THE HOLY Till.MTV.

The Beauty and Desirableness of Christ.Ser¬
mon by Ucr. S. II. Tyng» Jr.

The dlsagreeaolcness of the morning and the
threatened storm did not deter the admirers ol I'.ev.
Stephen H. Tyng, Jr., and of trie Gospel which ho
preaches so earnestly and effectually from flocking
to the Church of the Holy Trlnitry. The sermon
was based on Isaiah. tnirty-th:rd chapter aud part
of the seventeenth verse.-'Thino eyes shall see the
King in his beauty." What a promise, and how per¬
sonal! The prophet whispers it into the ears of
every believer. True, the King shall come lu clouds,
and every eye shall see hlin, aud they also who
pierced hliu, and all kindred or the earth shall wail
because of him; but he will appear personally to
tne lioltiny. the backsliding, thqjpujful disciple. Job,
looking forward to tbe lalter day when lie shall
Btand on the earth, declared that his eyes should
behold Hluraud not another. Hut this gracious pro¬
mise Is

WITHSTOOD BY GREAT FACTS.
How can the Unite know or comprehend the In¬

finite? Who by searching can find out God*
Christ is among the things unseen. There is a moral
difficulty in our comprehending the holiness of God.
The natural man knewcth not the things of the
Spirit of God, because they are spiritually discerned.
Just as in an eclipse, the earth, crossing the face of
the sun, hides hl9 splendor and beauty from as, so
does the pollution of the soal hide from our view the
beauty of the King. But the illuminating office of
tne Holy Spirit is given that our minds may be en¬
lightened, so tnal we can see the King, eternal, Im¬
mortal, invisible. His words are spirit, and they
are life, and nere the soul can find a present Saviour,and look upon Uiin in all ills majesty as lie walks
among men and In all His beauty as He sits upou the
throne of His glory. The pure in heart shall seo
God, and the greater the difficulties in the way of
seelug Him become the greater will he His manifes¬
tation. Bat all sights ol tne King

ARE NOT 8IUHTS OF BEArTT.
Recall to mind the story of hsiher forbidden to

enter into the presence or the Klug. Our Jewish
friends are now celebrating the feast of 1'urim, In
remembrance that the klug uncovered his face to
near the prayer of a subject. When Jesus was on
earth men had very different sights of Him. Tho
Pharisees did not see Him as did Mary; Judas did
not see Ills beauty as John the beieved disciple did;and of the two thieves on the cross one saw In Him
only the condeinued criminal, but the other saw the
King In His beauty. How this sentiment confutes
the idea wmcu prevails In so many Christian minds
that U they had lived when Jesus was on earth
they would have acted very differently lrom the waythose who did live tnen acted and the way so many
who now live do. "But, Thomas, becanse thou hast
seen thou hast believed; blessed are they who have
not seem and yet have believed." Not all who have
mental vision can Bee this beauty. St* Paul saysthat, while the heathen lor lour thousand years had
looked u ion and acknowledged the perfection of
this universe they did not recognize the Creator nor
worship Ilun as God. Not every one wuo studies
the Bible can perceive this beauty. Theologicalcriticism

IS NOT CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE.
A man may commit the Hlule to memory and yet

not kuow Canst. But those who possess spirituallnslgnt do not always see tho Klug in His beauty.
Balaam could net see him. And Sk Paul teds ef
apostates who had tasted of the good word of life
and the powers ol the world to come and yet had
fallen away. Peter also speaks 01 such persons,
and Judas, Dcmas, Hyuieueus and others are given
as examples. They possessed a certain spiritual
Insight, but they did not see the Kmg in his beauty.
The Kinperor Julian did many valiant things for the
Church, but he lived to be its greatest persecutor.
Those who shall behold the King's wrath at last
cannot see Uis beauty, though all the world must
acknowledge that "just and true are thy ways, thou
King of Saints." Multitudes will then call npon tne
rocks and the mountains to rail upou them because
they cannot see the beauty ot tho King. There will
be weeping and wailing before the judgment seat of
Christ, but not among those who see Hie face and
bear His Image In their foreheads.
But there is a way whereby we may see the King

In His beauty.by humility. Bring the duuined be¬
fore the clear sunlight and how its beauty is mani¬
fested. It is In Christ's owu light that He appearsbeautiful.

OOD MCST SHINE INTO Ol'H HEARTS
to give the llgnt of the knowledge or His glory In the
lace of Jesus Christ. There Is uiote beauty in H:m
than all tne angola of Cod could tell, wcro they trying
to do It, from tbe first carol or creation to the sound¬
ing of the last trumpet. Who cau count It up t He
Is beautiful In Ills nature as God and inau, beautiful
as tho scut of the Father, beautiful in Ills offices as
doing, enduring, dying, rising, ascending and sitting
on His glorious high throne, lie is beautiful In Ills
qualifications to appear ns the Mediator. If the
1 athcr could trust His honor to Him we may trust
our salvailoh. He is beautiru! in His merits and
helps. He quickens the dead and enilghtcus the
dark soul, answers ihe doubting soul, establishes the
faint, raises the (alien; In duty He aids, in bondage
he unlooses. In burden bearing He takes the heaviest
eud. None but Christ can leach or satlsr* the wants
of the human soul. Cvery blessing ol Jo.sus glorifies
the beauty or His person.

HY WHAT. THEN, IS T1I8 BKACTY HIDDEN*
Why don't all men recognize Hint as tho fairest

among ten thousand, and altogether lovely ? Why
arc the millions of the oarth still In aunt against
Hlin t He was here among men, yet they saw not
His beauty. Ho appeared to them like a root out ol
a dry ground, without lorm or comeliness. And
men cannot see Him now, because they have not
humility. The sepulchre napkin t» still over His
face and legalism cannot seo Him. and very often
the sermons In the pulpit are touou down to suit
those who cannot sen bounty in Christ. And tho
ritualism in the chanc d and the multitudinous

I Pagan ceremonials hinder men lrom seeing the
i King In His beauty. Hostility In the pews does the1 auae thing, but when the Holy Uhoat shines down

through all perversions and hindrance every UL
lower of Christ cries out lu the fullness of hla souL
"now inntonlosa Is Thy forin, 0 King," Ac. Mr. Tyng
then recalled to mind the days when the beauty of
the Klug had been revealed to hie auditors, or t«
some of them, lathe day or their oonvoralon, and
again in the day or tholr return alter they had wan¬
dered away rrom God; la the day or Buttering, and
too many or thoir friends In tbo day of death. He
closed with an earnest application or the sermon and
an appeal to the unconverted to seek the Saviour at
once.

FIFTH AVEHFE DUICH REFORMED CHURCH.

The Christian's Itare for Everlasting l.lf.«
Mormon by Dr. Ormlston.

This edifice, usually so crowded with worshipper^
was only half tilled yesterday morning, a circum¬
stance duo, of course, to the inclemency of the
weather. Though tho majority of the congregation
appear to be more devout and sincere than most al
the attendants of oar rashtonable churches the at¬
tendance of yesterday demonstrates that there are
some peoplo who cannot be

CONSTRAINfit) TO BUAVB THE WEATHER
at the risk of spoiling a Bilk dress or a new hat in
order to worship their Creator and listen to the
truth as explained by one of the most learned und
able preachers this city can produce.

Pr. Ormlston selected his text from St. Paul's
Epistle to tne Phllllpptans, ltl., 13-14, the sermon
being a continuation of ttio discourse delivered last
Sabbat n. He said that Paul was as humble as he
was holy. As he scaled one height alter another,
ascended one mountain after another and saw peak
above pealc, and then the clearer light looming In
the distance,

DPWARD AND ONWARD WAS HIS WATCIIW ARD.
They should consider the expectation and en¬

deavor of the apostle.his expectation as presented
of the things In view and tho future. It was thus
explained:."That 1 may win Christ and be found in
Htm; that I may know 111m and the power of Hla
resurrection; that 1 may apprehend that for which 1
have been apprehended by Cnrlst Jesus; that I may
attain what was in the mind and hoart of my
living Redeemer, who doflfiug the glories of the
sanctuary above aud donning the robes of this earttt
camodowit to the depths of my awful degradation
and mid hold of me." He was determined to test to
the utmost, so fur as tUe human mind can,

THE FULNESS OP CHUIST.
He Btrtvcd to attain to the measure of a perfect
man, to be conformed to the first Adam, but to be
Impeccable to the fall no more.to be us the Lord
aider ills resurrection. To the mark.thut Is what
be aimed at; for the prize.that Is what he wonlg
get. A crown of euendurable gold, not of mouldy
leaves. He did not believe tu procrastination in
getting grace or glory, as In anything else, bat
they shuul j press on for

THAT WHICH WAS IN THE GOAL.
Paul had u telescopic vision or wide sweep, and he

regarded ola sufferings as Christlike, and looked
forward to 'he time when 'he promise of reward
should be fulfilled. "One thing I do." says be; "1
press on. forgetting those things that are behind
aud reaching to the things thut are before." Tha
apostle presented lutuscif to them as an ex¬
ample. lie speaks of his experience to
encouruge_ us. " I have not yet at-

He ftamed.'' That is an encouragement. He speaks
of his expectation to stimulate us. As though hh
would say, -If you are weak or feeble be loltowera
of me, let me direct your eye an help you to dis¬
cover Him." It is well to nutioe his lutenac earnest¬
ness, his joyous freedom and hearty hopefulness.
Wo notice

HIS CONCENTUATIVENESS OF rDKI'OSE.
There are In tnesa expressions great decision and

fixed determination. With resistless might he con¬
centrates it on one object. Tlie double minded man
is unstable tn his ways, therefore unsuccessful.
God didn't make them with two aces, und If they
desired to bo successful rtiey must have a lixed de¬
termination and one mind. There is no place or
occupation that a man occupies mat he cannot find
time to attend to his future. A man should make
the store, the count lug house and everything else
his means of worldly advancement, but if his occo-
jiation militates against tils spiritual health he
should quit it and seek another. All must be subor¬
dinate to this oue tblug. They also noticed Paul'e
oarnestuess. Lukewurinnesa Is always oifenslve
and is

DISGUSTING TO AN EARNEST ROD I..
There are no saunterers and loungers lu the ser¬

vice oi God, for He will have none oi tncin. Paul
possessed manly freedom: he was unaccountably
untrammelled lu his course aud sped onward. This
brought to their remembrance that there was a
class of people who constantly looked back upon tha
past. TUe past was irrevocable and it was in vain
to sit down aud think what might have been. It
was time for those Christians who cultivated a rue¬
ful and self-accusing spirit aid a desponding, di*>
oonsolate mien to remember mat It was not profit¬
able to God and to themselves or to men. They
should bestir themselves and

WORK Ol'T THEIR TICTOTtT.
Paul was free from complacency, as all Christiana
arc. When they saw a man who esteemed himself
a giant, tncy might ne sure that theie was not maob
progress In htm. It was only Close who were ener¬
getic and earnest that can expect to succeed. Paul
was always pressing on to something further. I
do Hot know whether there was in ins wind's eye
the figure of Lot's wife, who looked back when the
shower of wrath fell and Its action encrusted hef
a monument. Christians should be Chrtstllke and
should be lit to t>c sons and heirs of God and joint
heirs with Christ. That was the glory ol ever*
Christian, and "progress" should be the watchword.
Paul said he was

GOING TO PRESS ON.
Can you press on just now ? That Is the point.

Paul leit that though failure was between, succoei
was In advance. If yon are going on to Christ Jesufl
you ar>* going on to light, glory and power, Until
not.what then ? What are you going on to ? Dark¬
ness, dreariness, desolation and death. Yon will
n»t want to press on very hurriedly for that? Can
you be in earnest about that? Is destruction so de¬
sirable and

THE GRINNING SKELETON SO LOVING?
There is soinethlug m t o is pressing on. Bo rightfirst. If not, 1 would arrest you aud ask you to stop
now. Without inquiring or looking up, will you go
our Italn will come swift enough without your
running to meet it. Fathers, mothers, brothers,
sisters, children.narrow is the right and safe way.
hut ir, is wide enough for us to walk In. Straight lathe gate near our Father's house, and there Is room
enough In His heart lor all His loving children. Ha
In waiting to embrace us. Let us follow on and
Ereaa on to meet oar Father, our ltedeemer, tba
ord of Hosts.

LYRIC HALL SERVICES.

"Not every one that snlth ante me. Lerdi
Lord, ehnll enter the Kingdom of Heaven |
but vvbosoeVer doeth the will of Ilim that
is in It".Sermon by Rev. O. B. Frothing-
ham.
Lyric Hall was well filled yesterday, considering

the ram storm prevailing during the morning. Tha
music, as usual, consisted of choice selection!,
charmingly rendered. Miss Glbbs, the soprano^
having recovered from her serious Illness, was
present once more, while Mr. Hawes was still missed
and bis place was filled by another. The music in¬
cluded the following selections:."Rejoice in tha
Lord," Baumbach, 60; "Nearer to Thee," Gould
Hy^nns. 555 Jenxon and 113 Greatorex, 667 Christ¬
mas and 13 Greatorex, and Beethoven (Oole) 112.
In his opening prayer the Rev. Mr. Frothlngham
saidWe worship no God who is away In

A REAL)! ABOVE THE STARS
or hidden In tbo recesses of space, but the living
God of truth, of feeling and love, who has placed ua
here, in infinite kindness and goodness, to play our
little part on earth.
He began the sermon with this text:."Not every

one that salt! Lord, Lord, shall enter Into the king,
dom or heaven, bnt whosoever doeth the will of
Him that Is m It;" and he saidObserve the con¬
trast of these two clauses. Jesns contrasts the re¬
ligious people with the so-called moral people, ltis
not those who swing their censers

IN THE FACE OK GOD
who shall enter heaven, but those who do justice,
love mercy, and, m a word, honest, good and noble
men or women. 1 held thai, the best religion te
tho otto that, gives us the best men and women la
tne sphere of everyday life. That religion which
gives us this, will win universal acquiescence and
will bo clear to till the peoples of the earth. I care
not what It be, whether Romanism, athelHm
or materialism; so long as it docs this, it
will receive the devotion of the best portionol mankind. Last .Sunday I spoke on this
subject, but I wish to carry It one stepflintier iban I did then, and I hope that you will do
me the justice, as 1 am a teacher of reli ion and one
who wishes to teach honestly and truly, to believe
that I speak sincerely and conscientiously, and tliat
1 speak as I shall, not that I love religion less but
that I love religion more. Itoltgion should performall the good work in life, and It Is because I think it
may do this that 1 speak. But religion often pre¬
vents the accomplishment of that which should be
Its great alui. What do the relijrtons of Romanism
or Buddhism leach? Hlttiply faith. It Is faith whlctt
leads one to a lire <>f privation, buffering aud danger,preaching to the savages lu tho wilderness; it la
falili wtucu leads the other to pass a lite ol

SOLITUDE IN TUB DESERT.
Religion as It is taught tells only of a wrntnfnl

Cod. it tells us to withdraw our minds from Barth,to think no mnro or the turmoils of life, to prav ior
safety and protection from the Heavenly wrath to
come. It says to the poor man, I know you suffer.
Forger your sufferings; forgot your tolls; think onlyor the Saviour and love .lesus. It tells the rich man,
who, by icars ol patient toll, ol study and fore-
thought, Ua« amassed wealth for tho after benefit ol
mankind, to lay not up tor himself treasures on
Barth, but treasures In Heaven, where neither
moth nor rust can corrupt and where ihlovea
may not break through and steal. It says to the
great reformer, -Why do you work so hard for yourfellow men? Will not God In hN Providence toolafter them all f And while you are devetmg nil


